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Talking Points 
January 2020 

 

From the Executive Office 
Thank you to all members who participated in the Bylaws Amendments approval process. The results 
are in and members voted 97% (378) in favor and 3% (10) against the amendments. Therefore, the 
amendments to the Bylaws have passed since passage required a 2/3 majority vote of those members 
who cast a vote. The amendments will become effective on December 31, 2019. For further explanation 
of the changes, please visit here. 

 
Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA) 
Canada’s 43rd Parliament commenced sitting on Thursday, December 5. Members of Parliament voted 
for a new Speaker of the House of Commons, Anthony Rota, and Governor General Julie Payette 
delivered a Speech from the Throne. The Speech from the Throne opens every new session of 
Parliament, introducing the government’s direction and goals and outlining how it will work to achieve 
them. The Speech from the Throne included many items from the Liberal election campaign platform, 
including action on climate change, cutting taxes for the middle class, and working with all levels of 
government, including Indigenous communities, to address economic issues. Four of the six possible 
days to debate the speech were held before the House of Commons rose for the holiday season break 
on Friday, December 13. The Bloc Quebecois have already committed their support, ensuring a vote of 
confidence when the House returns in 2020. 

On Thursday, December 12, Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer announced on the floor of the House of 
Commons that he will resign his leadership position and has asked the party’s governing council to 
immediately begin the process to elect a new leader. 

On Friday, December 13, Prime Minister Trudeau issued mandate letters to each of his 36 cabinet 
ministers, outlining the key policy objectives each is tasked with. Consistent with the promises of the 
Liberal Party’s election campaign platform and throne speech, the mandate letters emphasize 
combating climate change, building on social and affordability programs, addressing regional tensions 
and promoting reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. The Prime Minister also stressed collaboration, 
instructing ministers to work in a "constructive and thoughtful" way with parliamentarians, provincial, 
territorial and municipal governments, and Indigenous partners. 

CPWA sent letters congratulating Ministers who are of particular importance given CPWA’s policy 
agenda for the coming year, including: 

• Hon. Catherine McKenna – Minister of Infrastructure and Communities (formerly Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change) 

• Hon. Bill Blair – Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness (formerly Minister of 
Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction) 

• Hon. Marc Miller – Minister of Indigenous Services (his first portfolio) 
  
Members of Parliament will return from the break on Monday, January 27, 2020. The CPWA President 
and CEO plan to visit Ottawa at the end of February to share CPWA’s 2020 Public Policy Priorities with 
MPs and other officials. 
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On Tuesday, December 10, Democratic leaders in the U.S. Congress announced they had reached an 
agreement with President Trump on the new U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). Recent 
negotiations to update to the 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement revolved around intellectual 
property and data, as well as labor and environmental protections, but the White House has not yet 
released a final copy of the USMCA, so full details are not yet known. The U.S. Senate is unlikely to take 
up a vote until January or February and the Canadian Parliament has not yet ratified the pact, so it is not 
clear what date the new provisions will take effect. 

  

Center for Sustainability (C4S) 
In the Know 
C4S continues to highlight sustainable practices monthly on APWA’s home page. Recent “In the Know” 
examples have included: 

• December 2019 – Bloomington, IN, Converts Regional Railroad Hub into City Park 
• November 2019 – Reno, NV, Launches New Financing Tool for Sustainable Buildings 
• October 2019 – Delta, BC, Recognized for Achievement of Carbon Neutrality 

 
Feel free to share your tips and practices for a more sustainable future by contacting Anne Jackson at 
ajackson@apwa.net. 

 
C4S Knowledge Team 
C4S hosts quarterly Knowledge Team conference calls. The 2020 schedule of calls will be released 
soon. For more information, contact Anne Jackson ajackson@apwa.net. 

 
C4S Sustainability Toolkit 
Check out the C4S Sustainability Toolkit (accessible from the C4S Resources page or 
http://sustainabilitytoolkit.apwa.net/). Have a resource you’d like to contribute? Contact Anne Jackson 
at ajackson@apwa.net. 
 

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) 
ISI Launches Live Envision Webinar Series 

• Application of Envision to the Ship Canal Water Quality Project – Tuesday, January 14, 2020, at 
1:00 p.m. EST 

• Reaching Platinum: Examples of Two Large Scale Wastewater Infrastructure Projects – 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. EST 

• Applying Envision Retroactively – PANYNJ’s experience with the Bayonne Bridge Navigational 
Clearance Project – Wednesday, February 12, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. EST 

 

Recently announced Envision Project Awards 

• ATL Taxiway and Runway 9L Pavement Replacement (Georgia) 
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Government Affairs 
The House will return for the second session of the 116th Congress on January 7, 2020. The Senate’s 
January 2020 schedule was uncertain as of the drafting of these Talking Points due to expected, and yet 
to be determined, impeachment proceedings.  

The Federal Government’s fiscal year 2020 began October 1, 2019. As of the drafting of these Talking 
Points, the federal government was operating under a continuing resolution (CR) that was in effect 
through December 20, 2019. On December 17, the House passed two omnibus appropriations packages, 
H.R. 1865, the Domestic Spending Package and H.R. 1158, National Security Funds. The measures were 
scheduled to be voted on by the Senate on December 19, 2019. President Trump indicated he would 
sign the bills into law ahead of the deadline. The next APWA Washington Report will be sent out on 
January 6, 2020. As always, please follow @APWAGOVAFFAIRS on Twitter and APWA Advocacy News for 
Government Affairs updates. 

January 21-22, 2020, APWA President-elect Mary Joyce Ivers and APWA Director of Government and 
Public Affairs Andrea Eales will attend the National Governors Association (NGA) Infrastructure 
Stakeholder Summit in San Francisco, CA, on “Enhancing Efficiency: Eliminate Red Tape and Integrate 
Smart Technology.” Maryland Governor Larry Hogan is serving as NGA’s Chair for the next year and is 
focusing his term on infrastructure.  

January 22-23, 2020, APWA Emergency Management Technical Committee Chair Mark Ray and APWA 
Government Affairs Manager Marty Williams will attend the National Homeland Security Consortium 
meeting in Little Rock, AR. The consortium is comprised of 21 national organizations representing local, 
state, and private sector professionals who are involved in all facets of emergency preparedness and 
response. The consortium provides a forum for the exchange of ideas and to provide input to the federal 
government.  

The APWA Government Affairs team is looking to expand the Advocacy Ambassadors program. The 
program originated from the Advocacy Task Force under the Council of Chapters. Advocacy 
Ambassadors is intended to build a network of APWA members who advocate on behalf of the 
organization at the local, state, and federal levels. We are working to identify an Ambassador in each US 
APWA chapter, and are looking for interested members. Please spread the word to all APWA members. 
Those interested in participating may contact APWA Government Affairs Manager Sean Garcia at 
sgarcia@apwa.net for more information. 

If your chapter is interested in hosting an advocacy/media training session in 2020, please contact 
Andrea Eales at aeales@apwa.net or 202-218-6730. The APWA Government Affairs team is happy to 
customize a training session in advocacy and media to empower your chapter members in successfully 
advocating to elected officials on behalf of public works. The sessions include an overview of the 
available APWA advocacy resources and an update on what is happening on Capitol Hill and in federal 
agencies that may impact public works.   

 
International Affairs Committee (IAC) 
The IAC will coordinate the International Infrastructure Roundtable at PWX 2020. They will continue to 
discuss the event in the coming months to determine topics, format, attendees, and more. 

The IAC continues to work with the APWA Connected Vehicle Sub-Committee to complete the webinar 
on autonomous vehicles. 
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The IFME (International Federation of Municipal Engineering) will celebrate its 60th anniversary next year 
and will have a number of activities to commemorate its anniversary. The IFME Board spring meeting 
will be held in Turin, Italy.  

Sub-Committees 
Internal Collaboration – The Sub-Committee will be working with the Solid Waste Technical Committee 
on the March issue of the Reporter. In the coming weeks, they will define their collaborative work with 
the Sustainability Standing Committee. They will also explore the possibility of an international 
article/webinar on smart cities and 5G/small cell solutions and continue gathering international 
perspective for articles for the Reporter.  

Public Works Exchange Program – This Sub-Committee kicked off their work for the 2019-2020 year by 
assigning leads to evaluate APWA’s formal partnerships, updating the “hosting professionals” 
pamphlets, and outlining the roles and responsibilities of Chapter International Liaisons.  

Jennings Randolph International Fellowship Program – There were five applications received for the 
Jennings Randolph International Fellowship Program. The IAC has recommended two fellowships be 
awarded for 2020. Additionally, this Sub-Committee will be identifying a means for collecting the JR 
Fellows’ stories and sharing them with APWA members, and establishing a media work plan for the JR 
Fellows public works study tours.  

 
Education & Credentialing  
Follow the Education & Credentialing Department blog for innovative education content, newly released 
program announcements, career development insights, and more. 

 
Accreditation 
Each month in 2020, the Accreditation Program will provide the answer to one of our most frequently 
asked questions.  

This month’s question: Is Accreditation required of public works agencies? 

Our answer: The Accreditation program is strictly voluntary. There are no mandates or requirements 
that public works agencies seek accreditation. As a voluntary program, an agency sets its own timeline 
for submitting an application and completing the accreditation process. 

Self-Assessment Workshops: 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter – March 12, 2020 

Upcoming January Accreditation site visits include: 
Village of New Lenox, IL, Public Works Department 
Town of Mooresville, NC, Public Services Division 

December Re-Accreditation site visits took place in Sumter County, FL; Dublin, OH; and Flower Mound, 
TX.  

Upcoming January Re-Accreditation site visits include: 
City of Arvada, CO, Public Works Department 
Georgetown County, SC, Department of Public Services 
City of College Station, TX, Department of Public Works and Department of Water Services 
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Certifications  
The 2020 certification exam schedule is now available. The first round of exam dates planned for 2020 
are January 14, 15, 16. 

The Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector (CPII) examination upgrade is moving forward. The CPII Job 
Analysis survey is complete and the results have been tabulated. The next step is identifying and 
developing new questions to be included in the updated examination. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Phyllis Muder at certification@apwa.net. 

The Certified Public Works Professional (CPWP) certifications are a great opportunity to show your 
staff’s leadership to your communities while the CPFP, CPII, and CSM provide an avenue for Public 
Works Professionals to showcase their unique skills and talents. For more information on the CPII 
(Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector), the CPFP (Certified Public Fleet Professional), the CSM 
(Certified Stormwater Manager), the CPWP-M (Certified Public Works Professional-Management) or the 
CPWP-S (Certified Public Works Professional-Supervision), contact certification@apwa.net. 

 
Certificate Programs 
This spring, two chapters will help us pilot the new Public Fleet Management Certificate and Facilities 
and Grounds Certificate programs. The KC Metro Chapter has agreed to pilot the Public Fleet 
Management Certificate program in March, prior to the program’s national debut at the North American 
Snow Conference in April. North Carolina Chapter will pilot the Facilities and Grounds Certificate 
program in May at their annual Facilities and Grounds Divisional Conference. Both pilots will provide 
valuable participant feedback on the programs and allow for the honing of materials prior to the official 
launch of the new programs.  

 
Click, Listen & Learn 
Upcoming Click, Listen & Learn webinars:  

• “Comparing Approaches to Inflow & Infiltration Mitigation Across the US,” on February 6, 2020, 
presented by the Water Resources Management Committee. 

• “Government Facility Security Programs & Technology,” on April 16, 2020, presented by the 
Facilities & Grounds Committee. 
 

A recording of the November Click, Listen & Learn program “Facility Maintenance Efficiency Strategies” 
is now available for viewing in the Members’ Library. 

For more information on APWA Click, Listen & Learn programs, contact education@apwa.net.  

 
PWX and North American Snow Conference 
Planning is underway for the 2020 North American Snow Conference (NASC) and PWX 2020. A special 
thank you goes out to the Program Review Committees for both events. 

The NASC Program Review Committee met in November to finalize the education program. Check out 
the APWA North American Snow Conference website to review the exciting topics and featured 
speakers for this event.  

PWX Program Review committee members are in the process of reading and ranking all the submitted 
proposals and will meet in late January to plan the final program determinations.  
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APWA eLearning Portal 
Now Available, DIY: Ethics for PW Supervisors WorksShop Kit. If you have already purchased DIY: Ethics 
for PW Professionals, you will receive a 30% discount with a coupon code for DIY: Ethics for PW 
Supervisors. The kit contains the Facilitator Guide, Participant Guide, PowerPoint Slides, CEU Workshop 
Forms, marketing resources, and a session evaluation template. 

The Public Works Math 101: Asphalt & Concrete DIY Kit is also available. This course is designed for 
individuals interested in brushing up on their math skills. It provides in-depth instruction and hands-on-
training for calculating volume and area, as needed to determine the amount of concrete or asphalt 
needed to pave a given area (such as a driveway or parking lot). For more information on our DIY Kits or 
e-courses please visit www.apwa.net/diykits or email lms@apwa.net.  

 
Emerging Leaders Academy 
The Emerging Leaders Academy Class XII (2018-2019), final project report and toolbox are now available 
on the ELA webpage. The stand-alone toolbox can also be found in the Resource Center under 
Leadership and Management Resources. 

The ELA Subcommittee of the Leadership and Management Committee will be engaged in conversations 
over the next few months, with the goal of providing the committee with recommendations to ensure 
the future success and sustainability of the program. For more information, contact ela@apwa.net. 

 

Public Works Institutes 
The PWI Resource Library is being expanded to include interactive exercises and case studies for each 
Unit. Institutes willing to share their presentation, exercise, and/or case study materials can submit 
those to Basil Johnson, bjohnson@apwa.net, for inclusion on the PWI Resource page.  

 

Top Tech 
The “Talking Top Tech” series is a panel discussion format that looks at each of the identified Top Tech 
through different lenses such as Public Works, Consultants, Industry, Policy and Legislation, and 
International. Thanks to everyone that voted in the Bracket Challenge to identify the Top Trending 
Technologies for 2020. 

Previous Talking Top Tech programs are available in the Members’ Library and on YouTube under the 
Education and Credentialing Playlist. 

Finally, the most recent episode of the Roving Reporter Education Series visited Gainesville, Florida to 
visit with their first responders to talk about why public works is an integral part of the team and the 
value of public works in emergency response. Catch it here:  

Season 2: Episode 2: The Value of Public Works to Police and Fire 
Previous Episodes: 
Season 2: Episode 1: The Value of Public Works as First Responders 
Season 1: Episode 3: Smart Cities 
Season 1: Episode 2: Connected Vehicles  
Season 1: Episode 1: Autonomous Vehicles 
 
If you have questions on any of these programs, please contact education@apwa.net.  
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Meetings 
The 2020 North American Snow Conference will be held in Cleveland, OH, April 19-22. View the Preview 
Video here. Exhibit Space is becoming limited. View availability here. Registration and Housing will be 
available online the week of January 6, 2020. 

Upcoming Events 
2020 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 19-22, Cleveland, OH 
PWX 2020, August 30-September 2, New Orleans, LA 
2021 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 11-14, Grand Rapids, MI 
PWX 2021, August 29-September 1, St. Louis, MO 
2022 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 10-13, Pittsburgh, PA 
PWX 2022, August 28-31, Charlotte, NC 
2023 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 16-19, Omaha, NE 
PWX 2023, August 27-30, San Diego, CA 
2024 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 28-May 1, Kansas City, MO 
PWX 2024, August 18-21, Chicago, IL 

 
Membership 
The official membership total for November was 30,381. The five highest membership marks in APWA 
history have been set in the first five months of the Fiscal Year 2020. 

Kick off the New Year with a focus on membership recruitment and retention. The Membership 101 
webinar is scheduled for 2 p.m. CST on Tuesday, January 21. This webcast is designed to help any and all 
Chapter membership committee chairs, particularly those new to their position. It is also a great chance 
for Branch membership chairs to learn the basics of the membership recruitment program, retention 
efforts, and how to find and make use of the various reports on the APWA.net website. Contact Brad 
Patterson at bpatterson@apwa.net with any questions. Contact Rhonda Wilhite at rwilhite@apwa.net 
to register. 

The 2020 Council of Chapters’ Winter Meeting will be held on February 20-21 at the Westin Crown 
Center Hotel in Kansas City. The Council meetings, including the Task Forces and Focus Groups made up 
of Chapter Delegates and Alternate Delegates, will take place in conjunction with the APWA Committee 
meetings. For more information, contact Ashley Wilson at awilson@apwa.net or (816) 595-5232. 

 
Young Professionals Committee 
The Young Professionals Committee is made up of nine individuals, one from each Region. The 
committee members will be contacting all chapter YP liaisons to make plans for 2020. To find your 
region’s YP representative, contact Brad Patterson at bpatterson@apwa.net or 815-595-5263. 
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Tech Talk: A Quick List of Ongoing Projects from the  
APWA Technical Committees 

 
2020-2021 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN! Apply for appointment on one of 
APWA’s national committees today. Openings may be limited on some committees, but there are always 
opportunities to serve on a subcommittee or knowledge team working closely with the committee on 
new initiatives over the next year. 

Asset Management Committee - No open committee positions  
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Emergency Management Committee - One open committee position 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Engineering and Technology Committee - No open committee positions 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Facilities and Grounds Committee - Two open committee positions  
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Fleet Management Committee - No open committee positions 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Leadership & Management Committee - No open committee positions   
ELA Subcommittee 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Solid Waste Management Committee - No open committee positions 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

Transportation Committee - One open committee position 
Connected and Automated Vehicles Subcommittee 
Federal Transportation Subcommittee 
Road Safety Subcommittee 
Sustainable Transportation Subcommittee 
Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 

Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way Committee - One open committee position 
Construction Practices Subcommittee  
Rights-of-Way Management Subcommittee 
Utility Coordination Subcommittee 

Water Resources Management Committee - One open committee position 
Knowledge Team Opportunities 

 

What is the difference between a subcommittee and a knowledge team? 
A subcommittee is assigned to a specific discipline within an APWA Technical Committee. 
Subcommittees meet on a regular basis. A knowledge team is created to consult the Technical 
Committee on a variety of projects, not limited to one specific aspect in the technical area. Knowledge 
team members have the flexibility to work on projects that most interest them and fit their schedules. 
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APWA Technical Committees – Your Public Works Experts! 
APWA Technical Committees are the centers of expertise for their assigned subject areas. Their primary 
purpose is to provide direction and oversight to programs, services, and products within the technical 
area of expertise in support of the APWA strategic plan and APWA goals and objectives. 

Technical Committees are responsible for articles in every issue of the Reporter, PWX/Snow Conference 
education sessions, Click, Listen & Learn webinars, Certificate programs, APWA Publications, and 
supporting APWA Certification programs for Leadership and Management, Fleet, Stormwater, and 
Construction Inspection.  

 

Technical Committee Mission Statements 
Asset Management Committee 
To support APWA members that operate, improve, and maintain public works and infrastructure 
through advocacy, education, resource development, and member engagement in the field of asset 
management. 

Emergency Management Committee 
To provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and developing ideas, 
knowledge, and technologies for mitigating from, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from all 
hazards (manmade and natural disasters). The committee also intends to foster recognition of public 
works' important role(s) in emergency management. 

Engineering and Technology Committee   
To encourage sharing and application of knowledge about engineering and technology and advancing 
these practices in public works, pursuing APWA’s mission to develop and support the people, agencies, 
and organizations that plan, build, maintain, and improve our communities. 
  
Facilities and Grounds Committee 
To provide APWA members with the resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the operation, management, and maintenance of public buildings, 
grounds, and parks. The committee also recommends and advances APWA policies and positions 
concerning public facilities and grounds issues. 

Fleet Management Committee   
To support excellence in fleet management through advancing the leadership, education, and 
promotion of fleet proficiency to APWA members, agencies and organizations. 

Leadership & Management Committee   
To advance Public Works Professionalism through research, application, and advocacy of innovative 
leadership and best management practices. To provide resources to public works professionals in 
management and leadership. 

Solid Waste Management Committee   
To support APWA's role as the recognized leader in public works by providing its members with the 
resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, and technologies for the 
operation, management, and maintenance of solid waste facilities. 

Transportation Committee   
To provide APWA members with resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the advancement of APWA’s transportation objectives and to develop 
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and promote environmentally sound, sustainable, cost-effective, and safe systems that enhance the 
livability and quality of life in our communities through active public involvement. 

Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way Committee 
To provide education and information raising awareness about utility-related issues and promoting the 
best use of the public rights-of-way. 

Water Resources Management Committee 
To promote and provide education on best management practices for water resources to achieve 
resilient and sustainable systems. 

 
  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR BOARD LIAISON STAFF LIAISON 

Asset Management Dan Sailer 

dSailer@crgov.com 

Jim Neal 

jneal.2@sc.rr.com 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Emergency Management Mark Ray 

Mark.ray@crystalmn.gov 

Stan Brown 

sbrown@cityofoakwood.net 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Engineering & Technology Hesha Gamble 

hgamble@greenvillecounty.org 

Jim Neal 

jneal.2@sc.rr.com 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Facilities & Grounds Dave Pinsonneault 

dpinsonneault@lexingtonma.gov 

Vic Bianes 

bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Fleet Management Mark Stinson 

Mark.Stinson@cityofls.net 

Vic Bianes 

bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Leadership & Management Laura Kroeger 

lkroeger@udfcd.org 

Stan Brown 

sbrown@cityofoakwood.net 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Solid Waste Monica Bramble 

mbramble@cityofnorthport.com 

Lisa Rapp 

lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Transportation James Martin 

jbm@ncsu.edu 

Kathleen Davis 

davisk@wsdot.wa.gov 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Utilities & Public Rights-of-
Way 

John Cooper 

Jcooper@gbateam.com 

Kathleen Davis 

davisk@wsdot.wa.gov 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Water Resources 
Management 

Barry Sheff 

bsheff@woodardcurran.com 

Lisa Rapp 

lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

 


